
 

 

 

March 2020 Arizona State Convention Issue 
 

AK Making an Impact! 
Arizona Alpha Delta Kappa 2018-2020 

 

Join Us May 1-3, 2020 for the  

Arizona Alpha Delta Kappa   

State Convention 

Four Points Sheraton North  

2532 W. Peoria Avenue 

Phoenix  

 

 

Orchestra Playlist 
 

State Convention registration 
Form…………………………...…...P. 2 
Hotel Information……...….. .P.  3 
State Convention Mini  
Schedule …………………………. P. 4 
Special Drawing………...….....P. 5      
AZ  State Convention Altruistic 
Project……………………...……...P. 4 
Card Making Workshop  
Needs..………….…………...…….P. 5 
Convention Choir Needs You   
………………………………….…..….P. 6 
Sergeant at Arms Needed….P. 6 
AZ State 2020-22 Altruistic  
Project Proposals…………......P.  7 
Proposed 2020-22 Budget..P.  8 
Voting at the State Convention 
……………………………………..P. 9-11 
AZ  State Officer Candidates 
…………………………….P. 12-13  
Officer Nomination Form.. P. 14 
Woman of Distinction  
Candidates………………....P. 15-16 
Raffle Winners………..……….P. 17 
Invitations to SW Regional  
Conference, Hawaii………....P. 18 
AARP Thank You…………..….P. 19 

The Arizona World Orchestra is 
edited by Baleka Baker, AZ State 
Newsletter Editor.  Please send 
articles and pictures to Betty Ehret  
at bettyanne.ehret@gmail.com 
and Baleka Baker  
balekaab@gmail.com for approval 
to be included in the newsletter. 



 

 

       2            Arizona World Orchestra           Issue 7 

 

Convention Registration Form  

 



 

 

       3            Arizona World Orchestra           Issue 7 

 
 

Hotel Information 



 

 

       4            Arizona World Orchestra           Issue 7 

 

 
 

Convention Mini Schedule 



 

 

       5            Arizona World Orchestra           Issue 7 

 
 
 

Special Drawing for those who stay at the hotel! 

Any one who stays at the hotel will be  

entered in a drawing — 

Stay one night = one entry 

Stay two nights = two entries, etc. 

Remember to book early to secure your room!!! 

HELP - Arizona A∆K Sisters – we NEED Craft/Cardmaking 

Supplies 
As the Convention gets closer and we prepare to decorate Patriotic Greeting 

Cards for the Hospice of the Valley, we need craft(y) resources.  Please look for 

small pieces of ribbon, buttons, small crafty flowers, decorative paper for card 

making, stickers, fancy scissors, embellished stickers, etc.  If you want them 

returned, please place your name on the Ziplock baggy to discern your            

materials. If you want to donate to the Hospice of the Valley – Noeleen Rivers, 

the Executive Director would be appreciative. As an update, I’ve prepared enough, bare minimum, for 160 

people. Thanks in advance for your generosity and support. 

AZ AΔK State Convention Project: 

Spina Bifida of AZ 

 
Convention Altruistic Project 

 
Please collect items for children suffering from 

Spina Bifida. Possible ideas: Lego sets, drawing 

kits, mani-pedi sets, face paints, dolls, trucks, 

costumes, jewelry sets, craft kits (bracelets, pot 

holders, paint by number), Board games, card 

games, Sports team memorabilia & apparel, Infant 

bright toys, Super Hero 'stuff, sticker collections, 

book series sets...and GIFT CARDS 

(AMC/Harkins, Dairy Queen, Cold Stone, Jamba 

Juice, Starbucks/Dutch Bros with values clearly 

marked). All have severe LATEX allergies... so NO 

balloons or toys with rubber bands. 

Hospice of the Valley Card Making Workshop 

AZ State Convention Altruistic Craft 
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State Sergeant at Arms  

Needs Volunteer for  

Assistant Sergeant at Arms at Convention 

 
Betty Smith, our State Sergeant at Arms needs the help of Arizona Sisters during the Conven-

tion. We will have a brief meeting on Saturday, May 2, from 7:30am – 8:00am in the front of 

the Ballroom with President Betty E. and Sgt. at Arms Betty S. You will be assisting the Ex-

ecutive Board during the meeting at several different times, at the Memorial Service for our 

Omega sisters and at the Banquet doors.  Please join us and help your Arizona sisters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Convention Choir Needs You! 
by Robin Leebardt 

 
∆o, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, ∆o!  Happy New Year, my dear AZ Alpha Delta Kappa Sisters!  I 

would like to encourage you to not only turn in your Convention registration form early, but to 

also check the box that says, “I’d like to join the choir!”   We hope you join the “A∆K Sister 

Singers” to commemorate and celebrate AZ Alpha Delta Kappa’s commitment to bringing 

fabulous women educators together, helping others through altruism, and bringing world un-

derstanding to our doorsteps. 

 If you have any questions, please email me at leebardt@cox.net or 

robin.leebardt@tusd1.org or call/text me at 520-258-8488. 
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Altruistic Projects for 2020-2022 
 

This year five (5) potential Altruistic Projects for Arizona were submitted. After discussion the list of five was 

broken down to three projects to be voted upon at the State Convention May 2, 2020. They are as follows: 1.  

Keep the current Teacher Education Fund, 2. Arizona Friends of Foster Care (AFFCF) and 3. Arizona Should 

not have a designated State Altruistic Project. Information regarding the three projects will be in your         

convention materials.  

Sandy Marshall Altruistic Chairman 
 

Below is a synopsis of proposals: 

  

2020-2022 ARIZONA Alpha Delta Kappa Altruistic Proposal by Arizona Gamma Chapter  
 

Arizona Gamma Chapter propose the ARIZONA AΔK EDUCATION FUND, because it was a great success 

This fund directly supports our teachers’ efforts to help their students. With our aging and declining           

population, we believe such direct support would be of interest to all teachers and would be valuable to         

recruiting new members. Some chapters provide the money as a scholarship to new initiates to the chapter. 

Chapters have generated new membership during the program but we have also lost some of members to     

relocation or to the Omega Chapter. Some examples of how teachers used this education fund money include: 

Classroom supplies, field trips, lamination, special programs, and special supplies for after school educational 

clubs. 
 

2020-2022 ARIZONA Alpha Delta Kappa Altruistic Proposal by Arizona Theta 
 

Arizona Theta Chapter propose the Arizona Friends of Foster Care Foundation, because it supports children in 

foster care throughout Arizona beyond the essentials offered by foster families, kinship caregivers and group 

homes. The Arizona Friends of Foster Care (AFFCF) would provide children with the same opportunities as 

other children to enjoy some of the extras in life. The State of Arizona provides children in foster care the    

necessities of life – food, clothing and basic medical care. Anything beyond the essentials falls to foster    

families, kinship caregivers and group home providers. Any foster care provider or CASA may request funds 

to support an activity the child would like. In some cases, children who have aged out of the foster care system 

may advocate for themselves, if they remain under the care and supervision of the State of Arizona. Some   

examples include: Dance, Performing Arts, Music Lessons, Sports, Camps, Tutoring, Life Enrichment   

Coaching, Leadership Camps, and Scholarship Opportunities.  

 

 2020-2022 ARIZONA Alpha Delta Kappa Altruistic Proposal by Arizona Zeta Chapter  

 

AZ Zeta Chapter, proposes that AΔK AZ should not have a designated state altruistic project.  Although the 

education fund has been a great success, generating $2800 year one, over $4100 year two, $2900 year three 

and $2300+ in year four, it is time to let chapters support their own altruism and concentrate on scholarship 

and membership expansion on the state level.  All chapters can support a proposal such as this. The state 

would still have Ways and Means sales and a chairman but would not have to sell large scale and compete 

with chapter sales. They could sell mostly at International and Regional levels. The money from the existing 

$5 dues education fee could support Membership and Scholarship endeavors.  Currently, we distribute $1000 

more in scholarships each year than we support with dues so we supplement it with money from our                 

scholarship savings account which is shrinking each year. The $5 Dues Fee would be sent to the AΔK State 

Treasurer who would hold in a Special Savings. Distribution of these would require a board vote, during the 

fiscal year or at the end of each fiscal to distribute funds to scholarship support or membership expansion, not 

general fund. 
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Proposed 2020-2022 Budget 
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Woman of Distinction Candidates 
 

The nominations received were adjudicated by a committee representing the state’s different districts.  

Below you will find a brief description about each candidate. We narrowed them down for you to our top 

three nominees. The committee wishes everyone ‘good wishes’ and our convention delegates will choose 

one to receive the honor.                                     Janet Karp, Chairman of WOD Committee 

 

Nalia Erwin nominated by Delta Chapter 
 

Naila Erwin is retired from a computer business that educated corporate employees on the use of their 

computers. She has volunteered as treasurer of a volunteer group of women to promote and advance     

service through fund-raising projects. Naila lives in the community of Starlight Pines and creates         

community involvement through a sense of cooperation. "The Starlighters" support charitable                

organizations. They help organizations in Flagstaff, Payson and Winslow area. 

 

Naila is a leader times over, she organizes community breakfasts, T-shirt sales, boutiques, crochet groups 

(to donate caps and blankets to newborns at the Payson hospital.) One hundred percent of the profits go to 

Northern area organizations. Alice's Place in Winslow for abused women receives monetary support plus 

distribution of socks, underwear and requested needs. The facility needed an electrical bill paid   during 

the winter months and it was donated. Naila enjoys purchasing and giving out Christmas gifts for the   

children and families staying at Alice's Place, representing "The Starlighters.” 

 

Educational events, guest speakers and tours in the Blue Ridge Fire District are arranged by Naila. It is 

amazing how the group earns more than $9,000+ with fund-raisers and projects like community         

breakfasts, recycling aluminum cans, twice yearly highway cleanup, auctions, yard sales and boutiques.              

She is a retired business woman and volunteer for all activities of the Happy Jack community. Naila     

recommended a donation $1000 to ASU Foundation for scholarships. She is integral in working with the 

Blue Ridge Fire District for updates on fire safety. Naila also arranged the classes held at the community 

center for County Food Handlers certification  

 

Judy Stall nominated by Mu Chapter 
 

Judy Stall has been a personal friend and colleague for over 35 years.  As a former public-school teacher 

and reading specialist, she worked directly with students and their families in Indiana and then in     

Scottsdale.  After years in the public-school classroom, she became a Youth and Education Minister for 

17 years where her focus was on youth from pre-school through high school.   
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( Woman of Distinction continued) 
 

Judy is currently the Outreach Minister at First Christian Church in Scottsdale and Founder of the Healthy 

Packs Program which was “birthed” in 2011 and still continues today.  Healthy Pack is a weekend food pro-

gram for hungry students. Judy helps select most needy students with help of teachers, staff and Community 

Specialist. She recruits volunteers to pack food and will provide presentations and meet with and send out ma-

terial for individuals and groups for donations.  These Healthy Packs are delivered to schools. She is also the 

Co-Chair of Walk for the Hungry and East Valley money raised goes to third world countries and ¼ back to 

the Healthy Packs Program for hungry students.   

 

In recent years, Judy has been dealing with some physical health issues and yet she continues to ALWAYS 

look “outward” instead of “inward” – anticipating ways she can help others. Judy’s professional career inside 

and outside the classroom has centered around Education, Altruism and even World Understanding.  

 

Christine Puzauskas, nominated by Theta Chapter 
 

Christine has been an advocate for children for more than 40 years as a teacher in and out of the classroom. 

For the past 20 years she has spear headed a program serving families in Guadalupe. The program first began 

in 1999 during her work with high school teens at her local church. In 2002 she formed the non-profit Flight 

33 and has continued her tireless work. 
 

Christine is the director of Flight 33. Having its origin in high school youth ministry the name came from the 

program Freedom Lives in God’s Holy Truth. The 33 signifies the 33 years Christ walked the earth. She 

formed the non-profit after leaving youth ministry. She felt called to help the community of Guadalupe after 

beginning with a service project for her teens in the youth ministry program. 

  

As director of the program she has never drawn a salary, choosing instead to remain a volunteer like much of 

her staff. She has coordinated many activities to benefit the children of Guadalupe and their families including 

back to school drives, tutoring sessions, and Christmas toy and clothing drive. 

 

When she began the program in 2002 she was serving the 17 grandchildren being raised by grandparents     

following the tragic death of the parents of seven of the children, and the absence of the parents of the remain-

ing 10. She promptly arranged tutoring for the 12 school aged children. Mentors were assigned to many of the 

children and Christine arranged a back to school trip to Target where each of the children was paired with a 

volunteer. Any time there was a need Christine was there to provide for. She soon began serving other children 

and the program took off. She sought volunteers and monetary donations to continue her work. 

 

Seventeen years later, the program has grown exponentially. Prior to the tribe taking over the tutoring           

activities Christine and her volunteers were serving 250-300 students each year in Guadalupe. This included 

after school snacks for every child in attendance. The Yaqui tribe has now taken over the after-school tutoring 

and runs a Montessori preschool as well. Christine’s organization helps with the financing to pay for school 

staff. Flight 33 continues to provide back to school supplies, blankets, shoes and monies for some extra-

curricular activities. 

 

As a footnote, all of the children from the original family that received assistance graduated from high school. 

Many of them returned to assist Christine with her work in Flight 33. The graduation rate among those        

students served has risen sharply since the program began. Some of the students have gone on to college. 

Without the assistance provided by Flight 33 and Christine’s tireless efforts this would not have been a reality 

for many of these kids. 
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Betty  Ehret, AZ State President and Dee Swettman  
winner of the Hotel Raffle. 

 

On January 18, 2020, the AZ State  

Executive Board drew the winner for the 

Four Points Sheraton North Phoenix Raffle.   

 

Dee Swettman, of Goodyear, won the  

Hotel Raffle!   

 

She intends to use the prize for an  

anniversary weekend with her  

husband, Bob. 

 

 

 

What about the Quilt? 
 

Who is the lucky person? 

 

Carol Strickland of AZ Fidelis Zeta  

is the lucky person to win the  

beautiful Quilt Raffle! 
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E Kipa Mai!  (Welcome!) 

 

A hui hou (Until we meet again) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet and Greet at the NW/SW Regional Conference! 
 

Arizona sisters, we will be having a Meet and Greet  

during the Regional Conference while in Hawaii.   

It will be a chance for you to meet your Arizona sisters,  

who you normally would not meet during the year.   

 

Look for more information in the newsletter coming out in June, 2020.   

You are cordially invited to 
the 2020 Joint NW/SW Re-
gional Conference July 13 – 
16, 2020 at the Hilton Hawai-
ian Village Waikiki! 
 
Come meet new sisters, learn 
new things and explore the 
island. It’s a once in a life 
time chance to see Hawaii.  
Registration will be opening 
in March.  See you there.   
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